February 13, 2023

Last October, the Fifth Circuit issued
a ruling on DACA. The court kept pro-
tections in place for now for current re-
cipients but sent the case back to the
judge in Texas who has repeatedly
ruled against the program-—the same
Judge Hanen.

Just recently, nine Republican-led
States asked that same judge to end
DACA in their States all together.
That would be a disaster for this coun-
try, not just in terms of the human
costs but the economic costs and what
it says about our values.

DACA recipients and their house-
holds pay more than $5 billion in Fed-
eral taxes each year. That is money for
repairing roads and bridges, Social Se-
curity, Medicare, and Medicaid.

By enacting the Dream Act, we will
increase America’s GDP by nearly $800
billion over the next 10 years and cre-
ate hundreds of thousands of jobs in
the process.

The bottom line is we can point fin-
gers at other people, but this ball is in
our court, and there are other immi-
gration issues we should address. As
Senator MCCONNELL raised earlier, bor-
der security is one of them. We need to
bring order to our Nation’s border. We
should never knowingly allow anyone
dangerous to come or stay in this coun-
try, and we cannot absorb all the peo-
ple in the world who want to become
citizens or residents tomorrow. We
have to have a thoughtful system that
makes sense for America’s future and
our economy.

It is worth noting that President
Biden has made some progress. Even
with the limitations of a woefully out-
dated immigration legal system, the
Biden administration has developed a
more efficient process that is starting
to make a difference. That new process
has helped reduce the number of mi-
grant crossings from Cuba, Haiti, Nica-
ragua, and Venezuela by roughly 97
percent. It is progress.

But as I mentioned, Executive action
can’t get the job done on its own. Poll
after poll shows that Americans of all
stripes—liberal, conservative, Demo-
crat, Republican, Independent—want
Congress to do something instead of
making speeches on the floor. In fact,
one recent poll showed that an over-
whelming majority of Americans—
Democrats, Independents, and Repub-
licans—support both protections for
Dreamers and improving border secu-
rity.

I want to put that in writing. We are
going to put together a bill that ad-
dresses border security and the future
of the Dream Act, and we need to do it
soon. If we learned anything from last
year’s election, it is that America
wants us to come together on a bipar-
tisan basis to make our Nation strong-
er, safer, more prosperous, and really
reflect the values of the American peo-
ple. I can think of no better place to
start than the Dream Act.

Let’s work together to protect our
brave young Dreamers from deporta-
tion and bring order to America’s
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southern border. There is no other op-
tion.
I yield the floor.
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 10.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Ana C. Reyes, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be United States District Judge
for the District of Columbia.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 10, Ana C.
Reyes, of the District of Columbia, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of Columbia.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Jack Reed, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Mark
Kelly, Patty Murray, Tim Kaine, Jeff
Merkley, Sheldon Whitehouse, Eliza-
beth Warren, Tammy Baldwin, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, John
W. Hickenlooper, Christopher Murphy,
Brian Schatz, Debbie Stabenow, Alex
Padilla.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 11.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Daniel J. Calabretta, of California, to
be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of California.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 11, Daniel
J. Calabretta, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of California.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Jack Reed, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Mark
Kelly, Patty Murray, Tim Kaine, Jeff
Merkley, Sheldon Whitehouse, Eliza-
beth Warren, Tammy Baldwin, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, John
W. Hickenlooper, Christopher Murphy,
Brian Schatz, Debbie Stabenow, Alex
Padilla.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 1.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Lester Martinez-Lopez, of Florida, to
be an Assistant Secretary of Defense.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 1, Lester
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